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U.S. medal 
awarded to 
former spy 


From Chicago Tribune wires 

WASHINGTON— President Reagan 

presented the nation’s highest civil- 
ian award Monday to the late Whit- 
taker Chambers, the ex-Soviet agent 
whose turn against communism 
helped inspire Reagan’s own politi- 
cal conversion. 

• In choosing Chambers to receive a 
Medal of Freedom, Reagan has 
added a dash of ideology to what is 
usually a ceremonial occasion and a 
dash of fuel to a controversy three 
decades old. 

-Although -most recipients are not 
associated with political philosophy, 
thisfislnot the first time the Presi- 
dent- has given a Medal of Freedom 
to a figure identified with rightist 

ideas. .. .. 

{ James ^Burnham, a historian and 
the founding editor of National Re- 
view, the conservative journal, re- 
ceived a medal last year. 

Igut the memory of Chambers, the 
former Time magazine editor who 
charged Alger Hiss with being a. 
Soviet spy, still irritates unhealed 
wounds. 

‘to MANY, CHAMBERS will be 
forever identified, along with the 
House Committee on Un-American 
Activities and Richard M. Nixon, 
who. as a representative played a 
prominent part in the Hiss case, with 
the period's anti-communist fervor 
that continues to stir angry passions 
on, the left. 

■t . Honored alongside such figures as 
Ictor James Cagney, singer Tennes- 
see Ernie Ford and the late Egyp- 
tian President Anwar Sadat, Cham- 
bers, who died in 1961, was praised 
by Reagan as one “who stood alone 
against the brooding terrors of our 
age.” 

-f- “Consummate intellectual, writer 
hf moving, majestic prose and wit- 
ness to the truth, he became the 
focus of a momentous controversy in 
American history that symbolized 
bur century’s epic struggle between 
freedom and totalitarianism, the 
Station accompanying Chambers 
award said. 

i Reagan has credited Chambers 
with teaching him through his writ- 
ing the “bitter truth" about commu- 
jgism. 


* CHAMBERS CONFESSED that he 
had been a Soviet spy courier. He 
first attracted public notice m 1948 
when he charged that in the 1930s 
Hiss, while a State Department offi- 
cial, passed along to nim material 
destined for the Soviet Union. 

-After Hiss, at hearings of the 
iHoiise committee, denied any such 
Relationship, he was charged with 
foerjury and convicted after two tn- 
,als. He emerged from prison in 1954 
‘Mil insisting that he was innocent, a 
.position he and his friends have as- 
serted ever since. 

*.»• part of the political left, exem- 
plified "by The Nation and the Nation- 
al Emergency Civil Liberties Com- 
mittee; continues to believe in Hiss 
and writes off Chambers as a liar, 
•ceftaMly malevolent and possibly 

■^Chambers died in 1961. In 1962 
ILimid? Trilling, the critic, who was 
acquainted with Chambers and be- 
lieved jrhe was telling the truth, ob- 
served that those who rallied to the 
cause -of Hiss regarded Chambers 
> ‘with loathing— the word is not too 
; strong — as one who had resolved, for 
■some perverse reason, to destroy a 
former friend.” * < 

; VICTOR NAVASKY, EDITOR of 
-The Nation, which published an at- J 
tack on Chambers by a longtime i 
:Hiss supporter, Fred J. Cook, after 
: Reagan's announcement, calls the 
•award of the Medal of Freedom “un- 

■ fortunate.” , , ... 

^Observing that Chambers life 
^‘sbems at odds with the things that 
f iRisapfan stands for,” Navasky sug- 
ffiefcted: in an interview that the Presi- 
;3ent “is reaching for some kind ol 
ideological symbolism.” 

P- - Navasky said: “A nation s heroes 

• are supposed to embody values that 
’ will-' educate the next generation. 
^Whatever one’s view of the Hiss 

i wcaise; “it is a matter of fact - that 
! ^ Chambers lied on any number; of 

* ^occasions and had a paranoid view 
\ of the- world. He couldn’t distinguish 
} if act from fantasy.” 

Oh the other ideological hand col- 
K-umnist George Will wrote after the 
^announcement of the award that 
[ Chambers, “touched in the end by 
' the blinding grace of painful truthful- 
ness; led a life worth honoring.” 


STAT 


P WILLIAM A. RUSHER, publisher 
l of The National Review, to which 
s Chambers contributed in the 1950s 
\ and which he served for a time as an 
^editor, called the President’s recog- 
\ jiitiop “highly appropriate.” 

He said in an interview, “Whittak- 
1 er Chambers in a very serious way 
^sacrificed himself for this country 
-.and the values he believed in.” 

" '■Rusher sees the award not as an 



r: rather personal gesture” by 
C£resdent:2r . 


the 
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